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[atinas Make
Sweet 16-ish
Their Own

By LIZETTE ALVAREZ

ATHY ZULUAGA rearranged her strap-

less pink froufrou gown, lightly touched

her updo and, to the recorded strains of a

waltz, strode into the ballroom at Riccar-
do’s catering hall in Astoria, Queens.

Ag the applause [rom the crowd of Colombi-
ans, Puerto Ricans and Dominicans swelled,
Cathy, 16, released her father's arm, twirled, curt-
sied and smiled. She glided past her court of honor,
eight girls in long silver dresses and eight boys in
MNehru tuxes, and positioned herself on the white
swing festooned with tulle, ribbons and flowers.
Then, in keeping with tradition, her father knelt
and slid off Cathy's demure ballerina slippers,
trading them for a pair of womanly high-heeled
cha-cha sandals. Her mother gently placed a tiara
on her head.

“She's putting the crown on her beautiful prin-
cess,” announced the evening's M.C. In a flash,
Cathy, her boyfriend and the rest of the court,
some with braces on their teeth, tentatively began
the traditional waltz that is one mainstay of many
Latin guinceariera parties: step-step-close, step-
step-close. At that moment, Cathy crossed the
threshold from girlhood to womanhood.,

“It was a special moment,” Cathy recalled a
week later, referring to her party. “It all looked

Cuntinued un Puge 10

Donna Alberico for The Mew York Times

COMING OF AGE Jennifer Vega and Jorge Zulua-
ga, members of Cathy Zuluaga’s honor court.
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